1st Session, 42nd Parliament,
Volume 150, Issue 102
Tuesday, March 7, 2017
The Honourable George J. Furey, Speaker

Ontario Women in Law Enforcement
Congratulations on Twentieth Anniversary
Hon. Gwen Boniface: Honourable senators, in light of International Women's Day tomorrow, I would
like to take the opportunity to salute the many accomplishments and the important work done by female police
officers across this country; more specifically, those courageous women who work day in and day out in my
home province of Ontario.
There are roughly 14,000 female police officers who help protect our nation, and approximately 5,000 of those
are in Ontario. Their numbers continue to grow.
These women are supported by an organization named the Ontario Women in Law Enforcement, or more
commonly known as OWLE. It was created by a small number of like-minded women to encourage, promote
and advance women in law enforcement.
OWLE is celebrating its twentieth anniversary this week. That's 20 years of joining female members from
across the province, 20 years of bringing strength to their voice and 20 years advocating for positive social
change. OWLE encourages women from each and every police service to join to collectively address common
interests and concerns, and, indeed, to celebrate their successes.
OWLE gives its members the opportunity to connect and network, to grow their careers and encourage
movement up the ranks of policing. The organization has helped develop sister organizations in other parts of
Canada and has made a significant contribution to the development of the International Association of Women
Police.
Honourable senators, I would ask you to join me in congratulating the Ontario Women in Law Enforcement
for their accomplishments. As they celebrate their twentieth anniversary, we thank them for supporting the
advancement of women in the law enforcement community. I also take this opportunity to thank them for their
continued service to our country.

